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More Say Government Is On “Wrong Track” On Economy  
HEALTH CARE: IMPORTANT, INTERESTING, BUT HARD TO FOLLOW 
 

The debate over revamping the nation’s health care system is drawing increased public 
attention. A third (33%) say they are following the health care debate very closely, up from 24% 
the previous week. And while news coverage of health care also increased over the past week, a 
sizable minority of Americans (45%) say the issue is receiving too little coverage. 
 
 Nearly all Americans (95%) view the 
issue of health care reform as important. 
Substantial majorities also say this issue affects 
them personally (78%) and is interesting (72%). 
Yet health care reform also is an issue that most 
Americans find difficult to understand: 63% say 
it is hard to understand, while just 34% say it is 
easy to understand. 
 
    The latest weekly News Interest Index, 
conducted July 17-20 among 1,002 adults by the 
Pew Research Center for the People & the 
Press, finds that the debate over health care and 
news about the economy are the week’s the top stories in terms of public interest; 22% each said 
they followed these stories more closely than any other. 
 
 The Senate confirmation hearings for Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor was the 
week’s most heavily covered news story, according to a separate analysis by the Pew Research 
Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism. However, Sotomayor’s hearings did not register 
strongly with the public; just 20% say they tracked the Sotomayor story very closely, compared 
with 43% for news about the economy and 33% for the health care debate. 
 

Health Care Reform: 
Important But Hard to Follow  
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 With health care legislation moving through Congress, coverage of the issue grew last 
week, accounting for 11% of all news coverage compared with 6% a week earlier. That is the 
most coverage of health care since PEJ began tracking news coverage in January 2007.    
 
 News coverage of Michael Jackson’s death declined sharply last week, according to PEJ, 
to just 2% of all news coverage from 17% a week earlier. Yet for the public, even the diminished 
amount of Jackson coverage was too much: 82% say the controversy surrounding Jackson’s 
death received too much coverage. That compares with 64% who said there was too much 
coverage of Jackson the week after he died. The proportion saying they tracked news about the 
controversy surrounding the pop star’s death very closely fell to 17% last week from 25% a week 
earlier. 
  
Rising Criticism of Gov’t on Economy  

The survey finds that as the public 
continues to track economic news closely, it has 
grown more critical of the government’s 
handling of the nation’s economic problems. 
For the first time since President Obama took 
office, as many say the government is on the 
wrong track (48%) as on the right track (46%) 
in handling the nation’s economic problems. 
 
 In May, 53% said the government was on the 
right track on the economy while 39% said it was on 
the wrong track. Notably, independents have grown 
much more critical of the government’s handling of 
the economy over the past two months. Currently, 
57% of independents say the government is on the 
wrong track on the economy while 39% say it is on 
the right track. In May, by 49% to 41%, more 
independents expressed positive views of the 
government’s handling of the economy. 
 
 Democrats give the government very positive 
ratings for its handling of the economy, though the 
proportion saying it is on the wrong track has more than doubled – from 10% to 22% – since 
May. Republicans remain overwhelmingly critical of the government on this issue (78% wrong 
track today, 70% in May). 
 

Public Now Split over Government’s 
Handling of Economy 

 
Gov’t handling of Jan Feb Mar May July 
economic problems… % % % % % 
Right track 31 47 50 53 46 
Wrong track 48 34 39 39 48 
Don’t know  21 19 11 8 6 

  Independents Increasingly See 
Gov’t on “Wrong Track” on Economy  
 
 Total Rep Dem Ind 
July 17-20 % % % % 
Right track 46 17 73 39 
Wrong track 48 78 22 57 
Don’t know 6 5 5 5 
  

May 21-24 
Right track 53 24 84 49 
Wrong track 39 70 10 41 
Don’t know 8 6 6 10 
  

Change in 
“wrong track” +9 +8 +12 +16
   
Figures read down. 
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Health Care: Half Have Seen Ads 
 While the health care debate is drawing greater 
news coverage and public interest, it also is generating 
widespread advertising from groups on all sides of the 
issue. Fully half of Americans say they have seen or 
heard an ad on health care reform, while 47% say they 
have not seen any ads on the issue. 
 
  Notably, those who are following the debate 
over health care very closely are far more likely than 
those who are tracking the debate less closely to say 
they have seen or heard an ad on health care (72% vs. 
42%). 
  
 Overall, about as many say they have seen or heard mostly negative ads (18%) on the 
subject of health care reform as say they have seen positive advertisements (16%); 14% say they 
have seen a mix of positive and negative ads. However, among those who are following the 
health care debate very closely, more have seen mostly negative ads (30%) than mostly positive 
ads (17%) about health care reform. 
 
Too Much Michael Jackson 

An overwhelming majority of the public (82%) says that the controversy surrounding 
Michael Jackson’s death has received too much coverage. Even among those who followed news 
about the pop singer more closely than any other story last week (17% of all Americans) close to 
two-thirds (65%) say there has been too much coverage of the pop singer’s death.  
 

By contrast, many Americans (45%) 
believe that the debate in Washington over 
health care reform is getting too little 
coverage; about the same percentage (44%) 
say the news media has given the health care 
debate the right amount of attention while 6% 
say health care has received too much 
coverage. About as many Republicans (42%) 
as Democrats (41%) say the health care debate 
has gotten too little coverage.    

 
A sizable minority (40%) also says 

that news organizations have not devoted 

Health Care Ad Wars 
 
             Following 
             health care 
  Very Less 
Seen/heard ad on Total Closely Closely 
health care reform % % % 
Yes 50 72 42 
   Ads were… 
   Mostly positive   16   17   16 
   Mostly negative   18   30   13 
   Mix of pos/neg   14   21   11 
No 47 27 56 
Don’t know 2 2 3  
 99 101 101 
 

Even More Say “Too Much” Jackson Coverage  
 

 Too  Too  Right 
 much little amount  
Amount of coverage of… % % %  
Controversy over Jackson’s death  82 1 13  
   June 26-29* 64 3 29 
 

Sonia Sotomayor hearings 21 15 55 
CIA program to kill  
  al Qaeda leaders 19 40 30 
Reports on economy 16 30 51 
Indonesia hotel bombings 7 32 50 
Health care reform debate 6 45 44 
 
Figures read across. 
* June 26-29 survey asked about “death of Michael Jackson.”  
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enough coverage to reports about a CIA program to kill al Qaeda leaders that was hidden from 
Congress. Three-in-ten say news organizations devoted the right amount of coverage to this story 
while 19% say it got too much coverage. More than twice as many Republicans (28%) as 
Democrats (11%) say reports on the CIA program received too much coverage.  

 
Slim majorities say that the press devoted the right amount of attention to confirmation 

hearings for Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor (55%) and to reports about the U.S. 
economy (51%). Still, three-in-ten (30%) say that the economy received too little coverage last 
week.  In other news, half (50%) say that the bombing of two hotels in Indonesia received the 
right amount of coverage, 32% say the story was undercovered, while 7% say it received too 
much attention from the press.  

 
Economy and Health Care Capture Most Attention 

The state of the U.S. 
economy and the health care debate 
in Washington shared the position of 
American’s top story last week. 
One-in-five named either the 
economy (21%) or health care 
(21%) as the news they followed 
more closely than any other. These 
two stories also received 
comparable levels of new coverage 
according to a separate analysis by 
the Pew Research Center’s Project 
for Excellence in Journalism: 13% 
of total news was devoted to the economy and 11% to the debate on reforming health care.   

 
The confirmation hearings for Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor attracted less 

public interest than either health care or the economy, but was the biggest story of the week in 
terms of news coverage (22% of the newshole).  One-in-five say they followed news about Judge 
Sotomayor’s confirmation hearing in the U.S. Senate very closely and 14% followed this news 
more closely than any other.  Interest in news about Barack Obama’s nominee for the high court 
was down somewhat from the week he made his nomination in late May (29% followed very 
closely then). 

 
The public paid modest attention to news about a now cancelled CIA program to kill the 

leaders of Al Qaeda. The program, which was not disclosed to members of Congress until last 
week, was followed very closely by just 12% of the public and only 3% said this was their top 

News Interest vs. News Coverage
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story. The suicide bombings of two hotels in Jakarta, Indonesia also failed to attract significant 
public interesting from the U.S. audience. Overall, 13% of Americans followed this story very 
closely and just 2% were following the bombings most closely.  

 
In the current survey, 17% reported following news about Michael Jackson very closely, 

down from 30% the weekend following his death on June 25. Among the public overall, 17% 
cited Jackson news as their most closely followed story, a significant decline from recent weeks.  
However, among African-Americans Jackson remained the biggest story of the week, with 42% 
saying it was their most closely followed story of the week. 

 
These findings are based on the most recent installment of the weekly News Interest 

Index, an ongoing project of the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press. The index, 
building on the Center’s longstanding research into public attentiveness to major news stories, 
examines news interest as it relates to the news media’s coverage. The weekly survey is 
conducted in conjunction with The Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News Coverage Index, 
which monitors the news reported by major newspaper, television, radio and online news outlets 
on an ongoing basis. In the most recent week, data relating to news coverage were collected from 
July 13-19, 2009 and survey data measuring public interest in the top news stories of the week 
were collected July 17-20, 2009 from a nationally representative sample of 1,002 adults. 
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About the News Interest Index 
The News Interest Index is a weekly survey conducted by the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press aimed 
at gauging the public’s interest in and reaction to major news events.  
 
This project has been undertaken in conjunction with the Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News Coverage 
Index, an ongoing content analysis of the news.  The News Coverage Index catalogues the news from top news 
organizations across five major sectors of the media: newspapers, network television, cable television, radio and the 
internet.  Each week (from Monday through Sunday) PEJ compiles this data to identify the top stories for the week.  
The News Interest Index survey collects data from Friday through Monday to gauge public interest in the most 
covered stories of the week.  
 
Results for the weekly surveys are based on telephone interviews among a nationwide sample of approximately 
1,000 adults, 18 years of age or older, conducted under the direction of ORC (Opinion Research Corporation).  For 
results based on the total sample, one can say with 95% confidence that the error attributable to sampling is plus or 
minus 3.5 percentage points. 
 
In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question wording and practical difficulties in conducting 
surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls, and that results based on subgroups will have 
larger margins of error. 
 
For more information about the Project for Excellence in Journalism’s News Coverage Index, go to 
www.journalism.org. 
 

About the Pew Research Center for the People & the Press 
The Pew Research Center for the People & the Press is an independent opinion research group that studies attitudes 
toward the press, politics and public policy issues. We are sponsored by The Pew Charitable Trusts and are one of 
seven projects that make up the Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan "fact tank" that provides information on the 
issues, attitudes and trends shaping America and the world.  
 
The Center's purpose is to serve as a forum for ideas on the media and public policy through public opinion 
research. In this role it serves as an important information resource for political leaders, journalists, scholars, and 
public interest organizations. All of our current survey results are made available free of charge.  
 
All of the Center’s research and reports are collaborative products based on the input and analysis of the entire 
Center staff consisting of: 
 
 Andrew Kohut, Director 
 Scott Keeter, Director of Survey Research 
 Carroll Doherty and Michael Dimock, Associate Directors 
 Michael Remez, Senior Writer  

Juliana Menasce Horowitz, Robert Suls, Shawn Neidorf, Leah Christian and Jocelyn Kiley  
Research Associates 
Kathleen Holzwart, Alec Tyson and Jacob Poushter, Research Analysts 
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS 
July 17-20, 2009 NEWS INTEREST INDEX OMNIBUS SURVEY  

FINAL TOPLINE 
N=1002 

 
Q. 1      As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you happened 

to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. First, [INSERT 
ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly closely, not too 
closely or not at all closely?”] 

 
 Very 

closely 
Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

DK/ 
Refused 

a. Controversy surrounding Michael Jackson’s death 17 22 25 34 2 
July 10-13, 2009: Michael Jackson’s funeral 
and controversy surrounding his death 

25 26 24 24 1 

July 2-5, 2009: The death of singer Michael 
Jackson 

25 29 28 18 1 

June 26-29, 2009 30 28 23 19 * 
TREND FOR COMPARISON—celebrity deaths:      

March 20-23, 2009: Death of actress  Natasha 
Richardson in a skiing accident 18 28 24 30 * 
October 3-6, 2008: Death of Paul Newman 19 29 28 23 1 
June 13-16, 2008: Death of Meet the Press host 
Tim Russert 28 23 19 30 * 
January 25-28, 2008: Death of actor Heath 
Ledger 13 29 27 30 1 
November 30-December 3, 2007: Death of NFL 
player Sean Taylor 14 25 22 38 1 
March 2-5, 2007: Death of Anna Nicole Smith 14 19 30 36 1 
   February 23-26, 2007 13 22 33 31 1 
   February 16-19, 2007 14 25 29 31 1 
   February 9-12, 2007 11 27 31 30 1 
September, 2006: Death of the Crocodile 
Hunter, Steve Irwin, from a stingray strike 30 36 21 12 1 
December, 2001: Death of former Beatle 
George Harrison 10 23 30 35 2 
July, 1999: Death of John F. Kennedy Jr., his 
wife and sister-in-law in a plane crash near 
Martha’s Vineyard 54 29 13 4 0 
March, 1999: Death of former baseball player 
Joe DiMaggio 18 33 27 21 1 
June, 1998: The death of Frank Sinatra 17 31 31 20 1 
September, 1997: The death of Princess Diana 54 31 11 4 * 
August, 1995: The death of Jerry Garcia 9 19 23 45 4 
August, 1995: The death of Mickey Mantle 24 36 21 18 1 
May, 1994: The suicide of rock star Kurt 
Cobain 7 14 25 52 2 

TREND FOR COMPARISON—Michael Jackson:      
June, 2005: Michael Jackson trial 13 31 29 26 1 
   Mid-March, 2005 12 23 32 32 1 
   February, 2005 8 17 30 44 1 
November, 2003: Recent charges of child 
molestation against Michael Jackson 29 27 22 20 2 
January, 1994: Michael Jackson’s personal 
problems 19 30 30 20 1 
   December, 1993 15 25 27 32 1 
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Q.1 CONTINUED… Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

DK/ 
Refused 

b. Reports about a CIA program to kill Al Qaeda 
leaders that was hidden from Congress 12 19 20 47 3 
TREND FOR COMPARISON:      

April 24-27, 2009: Calls for a bi-partisan 
commission to investigate harsh interrogation 
techniques used by CIA officials 21 26 22 31 * 
April 17-20, 2009: The release of memos 
describing harsh interrogation techniques used 
by CIA officials 17 24 22 37 * 
      

c. Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 43 35 11 11 1 
July 10-13, 2009 37 38 13 11 * 
July 2-5, 2009 38 35 15 12 * 
June 19-22, 2009 42 33 15 10 * 
June 12-15, 2009 41 35 12 12 * 
June 5-8, 2009 41 34 11 14 * 
May 29-June 1, 2009 43 37 11 8 * 
May 21-24, 2009 44 35 13 9 * 
May 15-18, 2009 44 35 12 8 * 
May 8-11, 2009 42 34 12 12 * 
May 1-4, 2009 47 36 11 5 1 
April 17-20, 2009 52 30 10 7 1 
April 9-13, 2009 48 29 13 10 0 
March 27-30, 2009 48 32 10 10 * 
March 20-23, 2009 52 34 8 6 * 
March 13-16, 2009 48 33 9 10 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009 56 30 8 6 * 
February 13-16, 2009 55 29 10 6 * 
January 30-February 2,  2009 52 31 12 5 * 
January 23-26, 2009 57 30 8 5 0 
January 16-19, 2009 43 35 13 9 * 
January 2-4, 2009 42 36 15 7 * 
December 12-15, 2008 51 33 9 7 * 
December 5-8, 2008 42 38 13 7 * 
November 21-24, 2008 59 24 9 8 * 
November 14-17, 2008 56 29 9 6 * 
November 7-10, 2008 54 31 8 7 * 
October 31-November 3, 2008 63 27 6 4 * 
October 24-27, 2008 52 35 7 5 1 
October 17-20, 2008 62 29 6 3 * 
October 10-13, 2008 65 25 7 3 * 
October 3-6, 2008 69 23 5 3 * 
September 26-29, 2008 70 22 5 3 * 
September 19-22, 2008 56 27 12 5 * 
September 5-8, 2008 44 33 16 7 * 
August 29-31, 2008 41 34 13 11 1 
August 15-18, 2008 39 36 15 10 * 
August 8-11, 2008 39 35 16 10 * 
August 1-4, 2008 47 34 11 8 0 
July 25-28, 2008 46 32 10 12 * 
July 18-21, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
July 11-14, 2008 44 33 12 10 1 
June 27-30, 2008 49 31 12 7 1 
June 13-16, 2008 42 33 14 11 * 
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Q.1 CONTINUED… 
 

 
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
May 9-12, 2008 45 31 13 11 * 
May 2-5, 2008 43 31 15 10 1 
April 18-21, 2008 41 35 13 10 1 
April 4-7, 2008 39 37 12 12 * 
March 28-31, 2008 42 36 14 8 * 
March 20-24, 2008 45 33 13 9 * 
February 29-March 3, 2008 38 35 15 11 1 
February 15-18, 2008 37 36 11 16 8 
February 1-4, 2008 40 37 14 8 1 
January 18-21, 2008 42 31 16 11 * 
January 11-14, 2008 36 32 15 16 1 
November 2-5, 2007 27 37 16 19 1 
October 19-22, 2007  25 34 20 21 * 
August 10-13, 2007 28 36 18 18 * 
Mid-November, 2006 31 40 17 11 1 
December, 2005 35 35 18 11 1 
Early November, 2005 35 39 17 9 * 
Mid-May, 2005 30 39 19 11 1 
January, 2005 35 41 17 7 * 
Mid-October, 2004 30 43 16 10 1 
Early September, 2004 39 34 15 11 1 
Mid-January, 2004 37 41 15 7 * 
December, 2003 35 38 14 11 2 
November, 2003 40 34 15 10 1 
October, 2003 32 39 16 12 1 
September, 2003 39 30 18 12 1 
March, 2003 40 35 16 8 1 
February, 2003 42 33 15 10 * 
January, 2003 40 35 13 11 1 
December, 2002 38 34 17 10 1 
February, 2002 35 40 15 9 1 
January, 2002 30 44 16 9 1 
December, 2001 37 40 13 8 2 
Mid-November, 2001 41 36 15 7 1 
June, 2001 24 41 18 16 1 
May, 2001 34 36 15 15 0 
April, 2001 36 34 16 13 1 
February, 2001 30 39 18 12 1 
January, 2001 32 38 17 11 2 
June, 1995 26 41 22 11 * 
March, 1995 27 45 19 9 * 
February, 1995 23 41 22 13 1 
December, 1994 28 43 20 9 * 
October, 1994 27 40 20 12 1 
June, 1994 25 42 23 10 * 
May, 1994 33 40 16 10 1 
January, 1994 34 39 16 10 1 
Early January, 1994 36 44 13 7 * 
December, 1993 35 41 15 8 1 
October, 1993 33 38 20 9 * 
September, 1993 37 40 14 8 1 
Early September, 1993 39 39 14 9 * 
August, 1993 41 36 14 9 * 
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Q.1 CONTINUED… 
 

 
Very 

closely 

 
Fairly 
closely 

 
Not too 
closely 

 
Not at all 
closely 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
May, 1993 37 38 18 6 1 
February, 1993 49 36 10 5 * 
January, 1993 42 39 12 7 * 
September, 1992 43 37 13 6 1 
May, 1992 39 39 15 6 1 
March, 1992 47 38 11 4 * 
February, 1992 47 37 10 6 * 
January, 1992 44 40 11 5 * 
October, 1991 36 38 16 9 1 
      

d. Debate in Washington over health care reform 33 31 13 21 2 
July 10-13, 2009 24 29 20 27 * 
June 26-29, 2009 29 26 20 25 1 
June 19-22, 2009 28 28 20 23 * 
June 12-15, 2009 29 26 18 26 * 

    TREND FOR COMPARISON:1      
May 15-18, 2009: Debate over Obama’s health 
care plans 25 30 20 24 * 
March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a  
$630 billion fund for overhauling health care  41 32 13 14 * 
September, 1994: The Clinton 
administration’s health care reform proposals 32 41 18 9 * 
June, 1994 34 40 19 7 * 
May, 1994 37 37 16 9 1 
January, 1994 38 38 15 9 * 
Early January, 1994 40 40 14 6 * 
December, 1993 45 35 12 7 1 
October, 1993 44 32 17 6 1 
September, 1993 49 34 11 6 * 
August, 1993: Reports about the White House 
task force on health care reform headed by 
Hillary Clinton 27 32 25 15 1 
June, 1993 28 38 19 15 * 
May, 1993 30 30 25 14 1 

      
e. The confirmation hearings for Supreme Court 

nominee Sonia Sotomayor 20 32 20 27 1 
   TREND FOR COMPARISON:      

May 29-June 1, 2009: The nomination of Sonia  
Sotomayor to the Supreme Court 29 29 19 23 1 
January, 2006: The nomination of Samuel Alito 
to the Supreme Court 14 23 25 36 2 
    December, 2005 14 20 31 32 3 
    Early November, 2005 21 28 24 25 2 
Early October, 2005: The confirmation of John 
Roberts as chief justice of the Supreme Court 28 33 18 20 1 
Early October, 2005: The nomination of Harriet 
Miers to the Supreme Court 22 33 21 23 1 

                                                 
1  May 15-18, 2009 asked about: “Debate over Barack Obama’s health care plans.” March 6-9, 2009 asked about: “Barack Obama 

proposing a $630 billion fund for overhauling the U.S. health care system.” September, 1993 through September, 1994 asked about: 
“The Clinton Administration’s health care reform proposals.” May, 1993 through August, 1993 asked about: “Reports about the White 
House task force on health care reform headed by Hillary Clinton.” 
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Q.1 CONTINUED… Very 

closely 
Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

DK/ 
Refused 

Early September, 2005: The nomination of 
John Roberts as chief justice of the Supreme 
Court 18 26 25 29 2 
August, 1993: The nomination of Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg to the Supreme Court 18 30 27 24 1 
October 1991: Nomination of Clarence Thomas 28 35 18 18 1 
    July, 1991 33 33 19 14 1 
August, 1990: Nomination of David Souter 16 27 27 29 1 
September, 1987: Nomination of Robert Bork 17 23 29 29 2 
      

f. The bombing of two hotels in Indonesia 13 26 23 36 2 
TREND FOR COMPARISON2:      

December 5-8, 2008: The terrorist attacks in  
Mumbai, India  29 37 20 14 * 
July 6-9, 2007: Investigation into London car 
bombings 34 30 19 16 1 
June 29-July 2, 2007: London car bomb 34 31 16 18 1 
August, 2006:  British officials stop terror plot 54 26 9 9 2 
October, 2005: The recent terrorist bombings in   
Bali, Indonesia 13 31 26 29 1 
July, 2005:  The terrorist bombings in  
London, England 48 37 11 4 * 
March, 2004: The terrorist bombings in 
Madrid, Spain 34 35 18 12 1 
Late October, 2002: The terrorist bombing of a  
nightclub in Bali, Indonesia 20 34 25 20 1 
      

 
Q.2 Which ONE of the stories I just mentioned have you followed most closely, or is there another story you’ve 

been following MORE closely? [DO NOT READ LIST. ACCEPT ONLY ONE RESPONSE.]    
  

21 Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 
21 Debate in Washington over health care reform 
17 Controversy surrounding Michael Jackson’s death 
14 The confirmation hearings for Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor  
 3 Reports about a CIA program to kill Al Qaeda leaders that was hidden from Congress 
 2 The bombing of two hotels in Indonesia 
 9 Some other story (VOL.) 

 12 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 

                                                 
2  July 6-9, 2007 asked about: “The investigation into who was responsible for car bombs that were discovered in London and a car 

bomb that went off at an airport in Scotland.” June 29-July 2, 2007 asked about: “British police finding and defusing a car bomb in 
London.” August, 2006 asked about: “British officials stopping a terrorist plot to blow up planes flying to the U.S.” 
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Q.3 Do you think news organizations are giving too much coverage, too little coverage or the right amount of 
coverage to each of the following? [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] 

 
   

Too much 
coverage 

 
Too little 
coverage 

Right 
amount of 
coverage 

 
DK/ 

Refused 
a. Controversy surrounding Michael Jackson’s death 82 1 13 4 
 June 26-29, 20093 64 3 29 3 
 TREND FOR COMPARISON:     
 March 20-23, 2009: The death of actress  

Natasha Richardson 34 5 53 8 
 January 25-28, 2008: The death of actor Heath  

Ledger 52 5 37 6 
      
b. Reports about a CIA program to kill Al Qaeda 

leaders that was hidden from Congress 19 40 30 12 
      
c. Reports about the condition of the U.S. economy 16 30 51 4 
 March 20-23, 2009 21 26 51 2 
 January 18-21, 2008 11 32 52 5 
 February, 2001: Signs of an economic 

 slowdown 21 25 46 8 
      
d. Debate in Washington over health care reform 6 45 44 6 
      
e. The confirmation hearings for Supreme Court 

nominee Sonia Sotomayor 21 15 55 10 
      
f. The bombing of two hotels in Indonesia 7 32 50 11 
 
On another topic… 
Q.4 All in all, do you think the government is on the right track or the wrong track in the way it is handling 

economic problems facing the nation? 
 
   May 21-24, Mar 27-30, Feb 20-23, Jan 16-19, 
   2009 2009 2009 2009 

 46 Right track 53 50 47 31 
 48 Wrong track 39 39 34 48 
  6 Don’t know/Refused  (VOL.) 8 11 19 21 

 

                                                 
3  For June 26-29, 2009, this question was not asked as part of a list. 
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Q.5 Thinking about the issue of health care reform, do you think it… [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]. DO 
you think it [NEXT ITEM]? 
 

a. 72 Is interesting [OR] 
 25 Boring 
  3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
  
b. 78 Affects you personally [OR] 
 21 Does not affect you personally 
  1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
  
c. 34 Is easy to understand [OR] 
 63 Hard to understand 
  3 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
d. 95 Is important [OR] 
  4 Unimportant 
  1 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
Q.6 In the past few weeks, have you seen or heard any ads on the subject of health care reform? [If Yes, were 

these ads mostly a positive message about efforts to reform the health care system or mostly a negative 
message about efforts to reform health care?] 

   
50 Yes [NET] 

    16    Yes, have seen, mostly a positive message about health care reform 
    18    Yes, have seen, mostly a negative message about health care reform 
    14    Yes have seen, mix of positive and negative (VOL.) 
     2    Yes, have seen, don’t remember whether positive or negative (VOL.) 

47 No haven’t seen  
 2 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


